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SSLM First Fun Run a Huge Success
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SSLM and sponsors Latch Lone Star Harley Davidson
and Marvin United Methodist Church of Tyler held its 1st
Annual Motorcycle Fun Run on October 24, 2014. This
was a great opportunity for bikers from East Texas to
become acquainted with our ministry. The Fun Run
started at Latch Lone Star Harley Davidson in Tyler and
ended at the Son Shine Lighthouse facility. Bikers from
Christian Motorcycle Association, Soldiers for Jesus, and
representatives from other clubs participated in the
event. Latch Lone Star provided door prizes at the
beginning of the Fun Run and local businesses donated
auction items and additional prizes that were given away
at the end of the ride. When the bikers arrived at the
facility, they were greeted with hamburgers and live
music by the Senor Gringos. Several of the residents

Because of the many sponsors who supported this
event, we were able to raise $20,000 for our operating
budget. We are truly grateful for everyone who felt
led to participate in this annual fund-raiser.
"We are so fortunate to have such a huge turnout
at this event and look forward to the next Fun Run this
coming October," says Ginger Lento. A big "thank
you" goes out to Gary Bishop and Donna Arnold who
planned the Fun Run and managed the day's events.
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Special points of
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Join us May 2nd
for our 2 year
anniversary at
Marvin United
Methodist in
Tyler 5:30pm

Motorcycle Fun Run.


SSLM Fun Run
was a huge

W ha t i s Hap pe ni n g i n th e SS LM Cl a ss ro o m

Son Shine Lighthouse
Classroom

Community

Please see page 7 for more on the

I feel the program is going well and the
women are motivated to learn and reach
their individual learning plan goals. We
have also had some significant movement
forward by achieving many of our NRS
level goals. These are important to achieve
to show success for the Adult Education
Program of Kilgore College. Our overall
goals are to see our women use their
education to be able to successfully enter
the workforce or college venues. By
learning how to set and work toward
goals, as well as increasing our skills
in

2

education we have seen many of our women
who have been in our education program be
successful in getting and holding jobs, completing their GED's, and testing and entering colleges. Ms. Pat from Kilgore College TANF
program said it best when she visited our
campus. In her words, " you have a very motivated group of learners here." As their teacher I am very proud of our women and their
motivation to better themselves and their
lives.
Katie McLane

success. 2nd
Annual Fun Run
will be on
October 17th.
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Danville Baptist Held 1st Graduation of 2015

Special Dates

Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries celebrated
the 9th and 10th graduates, Rebecca Bandy
and Angela Guinn, at Danville Baptist
Church in Kilgore, Texas on January 3,
2015.
Rebecca and Angela both gave emotionally
charged testimonies on their
transformations from two women living out
their lives in the “flesh” to two beautiful
examples of God’s light in this world.
“Their growth is outstanding. They both
have worked very hard and have become
wonderful examples to future residents of
SSLM,” quotes Ginger Lento.
Many thanks to Paul Bolding from Marvin
United Methodist who kicked off this event
with an amazing praise and worship time.
This

event also recognized three of the

Board Members, Hollis Hill, Freeman Pierce
and Christie Gambrell, for their tireless
efforts in making SSLM a success. Each was
presented with a plaque honoring their
service on the board. Recognition was also
given to the numerous Board Members and
prior graduates in attendance. “We are so

2 Year
Anniversary

5/2

2nd Annual
Motorcycle
Fun Run

10/17

proud of our Graduates and the change
we can see in their lives and the lives of
their children.”
Our next major event will be our 2 year
Anniversary which will take place at
Marvin United Methodist Church in Tyler,

Birthdays
Jewel

2/11

this event at $25 per person. It is going to
be a great evening and we encourage you

Angela

2/26

to go ahead and purchase your tickets for

Kelli

3/9

Ginger Lento

5/22

TX on May 2nd. Tickets will be sold for

this limited seating event as soon as
possible.
Ginger Lento will be our speaker, and
there will also be life altering testimonies
from our residents, special music, and a
buffet dinner. You can reserve your

2015 Board

seating today by calling 903-895-4577.
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Every Friday, the women at
Son Shine Lighthouse have
“Healing through Art” with
instructor Katie McLain. In

asked by the Overton Police
Department to create several
large pieces that reflected the
resident’s healing process and

You can now view them at the
new Overton Police
Department where they are
proudly displayed. If you

Beverly Hall

this class, the residents are
given an opportunity to
express themselves through
art. We have seen some
amazing art pieces come out

the freedom each found in
Christ. The women separated
into sma ll groups to
collaborate on their projects,
and what came out of this was

would like to support this
special ministry, please call the
facility for future art shows
and ways to help.

Melissa Abbott

of this weekly class. We were

nothing less than brilliance.

Co Treasurer
Loneta Nelson
Kelly Freeman
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Special
Thanks To

Left: Matthew and Mother Right Top: Ginger, and Matthew Bottom Right: Matthew

Mission Statement
The mission of Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries is to provide a safe, spirituallyenriched transitional home where women and their children are offered a new
beginning through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Director’s Comments
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all
of the people who have
played a part in the work
of this ministry. As we
begin our 2nd year at the Lighthouse,
I am reminded of the seeds that
were sown long before our first resident arrived. We have had the delight of graduating 10 residents from
this program and have had at least
42 women rededicate their lives or
ask Jesus to be their Savoir. This is
not including the children who have
found the Lord as a result of this
ministry. I am so amazed by the
work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
the women and children as well as
the staff and volunteers. Our family
wing is filled to overflowing which is
a great problem to have! We have
gained the confidence of those in the
court systems, churches, and the

community.
Every time we turn
around, we discover another gift or
miracle from God. They come in the
form of another person God is sending to help us or a resource that we
need “just in time”.
I love 2 Corinthians 5:7 as it reads in
The Message. This so accurately describes all of our lives at Son Shine
Lighthouse. “That’s why we live with
such good cheer. You won’t see us
drooping our heads or dragging our
feet! Cramped conditions here don’t
get us down. They only remind us of
the spacious living conditions ahead.
It’s what we trust in but don’t yet see
that keeps us going. Do you suppose
a few ruts in the road or rocks in the
path are going to stop us? When the
time comes, we’ll be plenty ready to
exchange exile for homecoming.”
Ginger Lento

Georgia Beard
MS, NCC,LPCS

And To…
Our Faithful
Church, Individual
and Business
Donors
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S p r i n g B r i n g s N e w G r ow t h t o S S L M
Specific Needs
 200 Monthly
Donors giving
$50

 100 Church or
Business
Donors giving
$$

 Groceries and

Above: New Fencing
Right : Playground Area Cleared and Ready

 Dry Goods

The Son Shine Lighthouse operates solely on
private donations so it can maintain a Godcentered establishment. We were blessed this

provides the perfect place for our children to
play safely with their moms. We want to
continue growing our facility to accommodate

last year to have several large donors step
forward to make some our dreams a reality.
One of our many donors, Ronald McDonald
donated enough funds to fence this large area
next to the facility with money left over to add

more residents and the only way we can do this
is for groups and individuals to stand forward
and support this ministry. Even the smallest
amount can make a difference. Consider
becoming a monthly donor by pledging $50 or

the equipment for our playground area. This

more every month. Call today. 903-895-4577.

Christmas Fun for

 Help with
summer
children’s
activities

 Furniture
Donations for
Thrift Store

 Diapers
 Transportation
Volunteers

 Flooring for
dining area

Major Projects
 Overall Roofing
 $$ For Monthly
The families at SSLM had a
very special Christmas due to
all of the wonderful donor
support we received this year.

back to the community
through volunteering at
nursing homes, singing carols
and praying for those in need.

In return, the residents gave

A big part of our program is

learning about the love of Christ,
and a big part of Christ’s message
was love your neighbor like yourself. We are extremely proud of
our women and the efforts they
make daily to live like Christ.

Bills

 Serenity Garden
and Chapel

March 2015

A l e x ’s S t o r y
A Better Place…
by Alex

Hello. My name is Alex Lowery. I was
born in Texarkana, TX and grew up in
Texarkana, AR. My mother’s name is
Ginger Cobb and was one of the first
graduates of Son Shine Lighthouse.
My mom had me at a very early
age and started using drugs shortly
after my birth. Because of her addiction, my grandmother and uncle raised
me. By the age of 13, I was using a
variety of drugs but never touched
meth because I had seen what it had
done to my mother. At 17, I gave birth
to a beautiful baby girl, Addison Hale.
When Addi was 6 months old, I started
to use again, and my grandmother was
once again left with a baby to raise. At
the age of 20, I started using meth, and
my life spiraled completely out of control. In fact, my mother and I started
using together, and those were the only
memories we had with one another.
Shortly thereafter, my grandmother
became ill, and my mother made the
decision that she needed to get clean.
She came to Son Shine Lighthouse in
May 2013. I was so mad that my mother left me again. I wasn’t ready to
change. “My grandmother will get better,” I thought. I bounced from house to
house looking for any kind of love I
could get, but the emptiness in my life
was not filled. In October, 2013, my
grandmother passed away. Instead of
being there when my family needed me
the most, I went to jail the day before
the funeral and didn’t get to attend.
How could I do this to my family? I
couldn’t believe myself. I continued to
use and kept trying to find someone to
love me. I was unsuccessful.

My mom graduated from Son
Shine Lighthouse in May, 2014. My
brother and I went to her graduation
ceremony, and I didn’t even recognize
her! She was up singing and praising a
God who had obviously transformed
her life! “Who was this woman?” I
thought. She was so happy! That’s
exactly what I had been searching for,
and she had found it. I wanted that
peace and happiness so badly. I
returned home and immediately put
myself on the waiting list at the
Lighthouse. Within a month, I was
here, and a few weeks later, so was my
daughter! We have made so many
memories together as a family, and we
know now that love isn’t a word, it’s an
action. My daughter is 9 years old, and
even though she’s only been with me
for 7 months, it feels like we were
never apart.
Thanks to all the staff
and volunteers, I now know how to
parent my child. I am working on my
GED, I am the Praise and Worship
leader, and I am about to graduate
from Christian Women’s Job Corps.
God is restoring what the locust ate in
our lives. I am truly thankful for all the
people who pour into the Son Shine
Lighthouse who are making it possible
for God to transform not only one life,
but a family.

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord.”
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B ett y’s Sto r y
pregnant with my second child. Although no
longer in prison, I still had so many obstacles to
face. I didn't know how to love, be loved, or even
know how to be a mother to my children. I
wanted to be the best mom in the world, but I had
no idea how to parent.
In life I always ran from who I could become,
but everywhere I turned, there I was. In Mathew
16:24 it says" if you want to be my follower turn
from your selfish ways, take up your cross and
follow me." On February 15th, God heard the cry
of a broken down, drug addict mother who was
just tired of being sick and tired. CPS came into
my life and all my darkness was brought into the
light. I lost my daughter, and this was definitely
My name is Betty Pruitt. I am 29 years old,

my rock bottom.

and I'm from Dallas Texas. I grew up in a very

Jeremiah 29:11 says "For I know the plans I

dysfunctional home and encountered a lot of

have for you, they are plans for good, not evil. To

abuse from early childhood. I remember always

give you a future and a hope." On June 23, 2014,

being scared. My dad was a full blown addict,

I came to Son Shine Lighthouse. When I got

and with that lifestyle came a lot of pain and

here, I didn't believe in God. I was totally

darkness. At the age of 12, I began to abuse

hopeless, broken and pregnant. If there was any

marijuana with my dad, and I knew more about

light in my future, I didn't see it. But on July 7th, I

the "game" than most adults. By the age of 14, I

gave my life to Christ, and little by little, I have

was completely consumed by my addiction. Meth

surrendered every part of my life to Him. While

became my best friend, and I would destroy

at Son Shine Lighthouse, I've learned life skills,

everything I came into contact with. I had a lot of

parenting, communication and so much more,

pain and longed for a dad's comfort. I started

but most importantly, I've learned to love the Lord

chasing men much older than myself just looking

and how to love myself and others.

for a father figure. Over the years, I became very
hard and cold and managed to get into more and
more trouble. I ended up in prison at the age of
22. It was there that I had my first son. On that
day, my life became much darker as they took
him from my arms. My heart went from cold and
hard to hard as concrete. I hated the world and
everyone in it.

God is truly a God of restoration. Since I have
been at the Lighthouse, I've had a precious baby
boy (with Ginger Lento by my side), and on
December 20th, I got my daughter back! I have
a home and a family for the first time in my life.
Because of the strength God has given me, I
have a good relationship with my kids and am
becoming the mother He wants me to be. My life

My whole life, I had been looking to the world

has truly been transformed. Today I walk with my

to fill the emptiness inside of me. I tried

head held high, and I do not walk in darkness

everything the world had to offer-- drugs, money,

anymore! All the glory goes to God who has

men, gangs, and so much more....but nothing

turned all my ashes into beauty. Psalm 91:2 "He

worked. When I was released from prison, I got

alone is my refuge, my place of safety, He is my
God and I trust Him." AMEN!
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Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries
P.O. Box 436
295 E. Humble Road
New London, TX 75682
Tel: 903-895-4577
Fax: 903-895-4588
E-mail: ginger@sonshinelighthouse.org

We’re on the web
www.sonshinelighthouse.org
Facebook us at Son Shine
Lighthouse

Shining the Light of Jesus in a dark and troubled world.

H ow y o u c a n h e l p. . .
Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries is a 501(c)3 faith-based organization that
does not accept state or federal funds and relies solely on the generous
donations from individuals, local churches, and businesses.
If you feel moved to help Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries there are
several areas that you can assist in our growth.
Pray for the women as their lives are changed through a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Support Son Shine Lighthouse Ministries through a donation.
Volunteer your services.

